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Visit our website!!!

www.gustineffa.com

Lot’s of valuable info for you!!!

Dear Parents and Members,


Welcome back to another exciting year of Gustine FFA. We are looking forward to watching our chapter succeed in many areas. We have been working hard to prepare for this eventful year. We are constantly looking for ways to improve our program.


In an effort to better inform students and parents of Gustine Agriculture Department activities and policies, we have developed this Parent/Student Guidebook for you to refer to throughout the year. It is our hope that students and parents utilize this information and become more involved in our curricular activities. It is also our intention to minimize miscommunications or misunderstandings by making sure that you have this information in your possession. If you have any question that this book cannot answer, please contact the Agriculture Department.


Please realize that some of the information in this book may be subject to change. Changes shall be announced during the year, at the Advisor’s discretion, in order to maintain the organizational activities. However, every effort has been made to make this guidebook as up to date as possible.

Sincerely, 

Kelly Sanches

Matt Baffunno
Cameron Wyman
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INTRODUCTION

The FFA is a national organization of, by and for students studying vocational agriculture in public secondary schools under the provision of the National Vocational Educational Acts.

As an integral part of the program of vocational education in agriculture in the public schools system of America, the FFA has become well known in recent years.  No national student organization enjoys greater freedom of self-government under adult council and guidance than the FFA.   Organized in November 1928, it has served to motivate and vitalize the effective instruction offered to students of the vocational agriculture, and to provide further training in citizenship and agriculture business.

The FFA is an intra-curricular activity having its origin and roots in a defined part of the school curriculum-vocational agriculture.  Students learn how to construct and take an active part in a public meeting, to speak effectively in public, to buy and sell cooperatively to devise solutions for their own problems, to finance themselves and to assume civic responsibilities.  The foundation upon which the FFA organization is molded includes leadership, service, thrift, scholarship, improved agriculture, organized recreation, citizenship, and patriotism.

The FFA is a non-profit, youth organization of voluntary membership, designed to take its place along with other agents striving for the development of leadership, the advancement of agricultural technology and the improvement of life.

National headquarters for the FFA is located in Indianapolis, Indiana.  National conventions are held annually in Indianapolis, IN and the California FFA Association holds its annual state convention at California State University Fresno.
THE FFA EMBLEM

The National Emblem of the FFA is significant and meaningful in everyday detail.  Used by member in all recognized units of the organization, it is made up of five symbols: the cross section of the ear of corn provides the foundation of emblem, just as corn has historically served as the foundation crop of America agriculture.  It is also a symbol of unity, as corn is grown in every state of the nation.  The rising sun signifies progress and holds a promise that tomorrow will bring a new day glowing with opportunity The plow signifies labor and tillage of the soil, the backbone of agriculture and the historic foundation of our country’s strength.  The eagle is a national symbol which serves as a reminder of our freedom and ability to explore new horizon for the future of agriculture.  The owl, long recognized for its wisdom, symbolized the knowledge required to be successful in the industry of agriculture.  The words “Agricultural Education” and “FFA” are emblazoned in the center to signify the combination of learning and leadership necessary for progressive agriculture.  
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The FFA Colors

Perhaps no more appropriate colors for a live “up and coming” youth organization could have been selected than National Blue and Corn Gold.  Rich and cheerful, these colors should appear in connector with all meetings, and in the equipment and paraphernalia used.  The yellow corn color on a background of medium blue has been found to be an ideal color combinations.

The FFA Motto

The FFA motto gives members twelve short words to live by as they experience the opportunities in the organization.

Learning To Do

Doing To Learn

Earning To Live

Living To Serve
THE FFA CREED


I believe in the future of agriculture, with a faith born not of words but of deeds—achievements won by present and past generations of agriculturists; in the promise of better days through better ways, even as the better things we now enjoy have come to us from the struggles of former years.


I believe that to live and work on a good farm, or to be engaged in other agricultural pursuits is pleasant as challenging; for I know the joys and discomforts of agricultural life and hold an inborn fondness for those associations which, even in hours of discouragement, I cannot deny.


I believe in leadership from ourselves and respect from others.  I believe in my own ability to work efficiently and think clearly, with such knowledge and skill as I can secure , and in the ability of progressive agriculturists to serve our own and public interest in producing and marketing the product of our toil.


I believe in less dependence on begging and more power in bargaining; in the life abundant and enough honest wealth to help make it so—for others as well as myself; in less need for charity and more of it when needed; in being happy within myself and playing square with those whose happiness depends upon me.


I believe that rural American agriculture can and will hold true to the best traditions of our national life and that I exert and influence in me home and community which will stand solid for my part in that inspiring task.

The Creed was written by E.M. Tiffany, and adopted at the 3rd National Convention of the FFA.

Fairs and Show Uniform

And the

Official Leadership Uniform
The official “show” uniform for FFA members includes:  White shirt or blouse, white pants, official FFA tie/scarf, and the FFA jacket.  Instead of the official FFA emblem may be worn in your white shirt or blouse at the advisors discretion.  Shoes should be appropriate for what you are showing.  No sandals or hats are allowed.  Livestock and Dairy exhibitors are required to have their own FFA jacket.  (The FFA Jacket order form is included in this guidebook, the sooner you order the better.)

The Gustine Chapter is involved in many fairs throughout the year.  The Livestock and Ag Mechanics projects are exhibited throughout the state, where the chapter members win awards and honors.  The animals that are exhibited include market and breeding swine, sheep, beef, dairy, rabbits, horses, avian and goats.  Students may also exhibit Ag mechanics projects, ornamental horticulture projects, and crop projects at these fairs.

All members are required to attend the awards ceremony (FFA jackets required only) at each show attended.

The fairs attended are:

· Los Banos may Day Fair

· Merced County Fair

· California State Fair

Official Leadership Uniform

The official FFA Leadership uniform is the one worn to all competition and conferences.  Must be ordered from the FFA or www.ffaunlimted.com.  Please visit our website for instructions.

For the ladies it is a white blouse, FFA scarf, FFA Jacket zipped to the top, Black dress shoes (flats are more comfortable) Neutral Color Nylons, and a Knee Length Black Skirt.  Anything shorter will disqualify you from attending the function.  The hair should be presented in a neat and professional matter.  Excessive make-up and jewelry should be avoided.

For the young men the leadership uniform consists of a white button up collared shirt, FFA tie, FFA jacket zipped to the top, black dress shoes, black socks, and black slacks or dress pants.  Hair will be presented in a neat and professional matter.  No hats are allowed.

Black denim jeans and boots for boys or girls are only allowed in Livestock and Dairy Cattle Judging Contests.

Gustine FFA students will present and conduct themselves in a professional matter at all times while at official FFA events.  Students will stay in uniform at all times unless informed otherwise by the advisor or event host.

An exception is made in the uniform for the first event “Opening/Closing Contest” only.  Contact Ag instructors for details.

The Advisors have final say on what is acceptable dress for the Gustine FFA Students.

Possible Judging Teams

B.I.G.
This contest is for Freshman FFA Students only.  Members on this team complete a written test on their knowledge of the FFA.

Creed Speaking

This contest is for Freshman FFA Students only.  Students memorize and recite the FFA creed written by E.M. Tiffany.

Job Interview
You are required to create a cover letter and resume prior to participating in a job interview.  You are evaluated and placed according to your resume, cover letter, and interview scores.

Cooperative Marketing
This contest is designed to create an awareness and understanding of the basic elements of farm product marketing and farmer cooperation in marketing, purchasing, bargaining, and service.

Opening/ Closing

This contest is made up of a six-person team.  Each member of the team is responsible for memorizing one officer part of the opening and closing ceremonies and reciting it at the sectional contest.

Prepared Public Speaking
The member that chooses this speaking contest is to write a memorized, ten-minute speech on a major agricultural issue.  The individual will be scored on his or her ability to speak and also on how well they can answer questions on the topic they choose.

Extemporaneous Public Speaking

Members deliver a speech on one of three agricultural topics after they are given thirty minutes to prepare a four-to-six minute speech.  At the conclusion of the speech, the judges may question the speaker for five-minutes.  Decisions are based on factors similar to the prepared event.

Dairy Products
Members demonstrate proficiency in tasting different milk samples and scoring them accordingly.  They also ID cheese samples and real vs. artificial dairy product samples.

Dairy Judging

Members demonstrate proficiency in evaluate, analyze, and present oral reasons of the dairy cattle class.  Student also evaluate genetic analysis of the cattle

Meat Judging

Members demonstrate proficiency is meat identification, judgment of carcasses, yield and grading of carcasses.  Student’s have an understanding of comparing and contrasting of carcass animals.

Supervised Occupational

Experience
1.
The chapter will encourage all members to maintain a supervised occupational 
experience program.


A
The chapter will encourage urban students to pursue in any ornamental 


horticulture and any animal projects.


B.
The chapter will provide facility for urban students who do not have 


shelters for their projects.


C.
The chapter will provide seed money to establish projects for urban 


students.

2.
The chapter will encourage members to compete at fairs with their S.O.E.

A.
 The chapter will make it’s resources available to students with a desire to raise market animals for the fair but do not have the resources to do so.

B. 
All projects exhibiting at fairs and shown by members of the chapter in the FFA division can only do so with advisor approval and supervision.

C.
Members exhibiting at fairs must maintain the academic requirement set forth in the section of this program entitled “Scholarship.”

3.
Members are encouraged to apply for local and state proficiency awards.

4.
Members are encouraged to compete in the local and sectional project 
competition.


A.
The chapter will conduct a local project competition.

5.
Members are encouraged to follow their project advisor’s recommendations 
concerning the S.O.E.

6.
Members are encouraged to strive to improve and develop their S.O.E. each 
year.
Replacement Dairy Heifer Project Los Banos Fair

Expenses:     




Receipts:
Cost of Animal
$1200.00  

     Sale of Heifer

$2200.00

 (14 months old)                                       Fair Premium           $20.00

Feed                        $480.00                    

Veterinary:               $20.00                  Total Expenses:      $1770.00

Breeding Fees:         $30.00

Livestock Insurance  $25.00

     Net Income:             $430.00
Entry Fees 

     $15.00                 
Total Expenses:

$1770
Other Suggested Equipment: 

Rope Halter

5.00


Show Halter

28.00


Bucket & Brush

20.00

Market Lamb Project Plan Sheet

Cost of Animal





$235.00

Feed (Grains & Hay)




$75.00

Supplies (Soap, polish, etc.)



$10.00

Straw (bedding home & fair) 



$15.00

Insurance






$15.00

Total Actual Expense




$350.00
The chapter will provide all other fitting and equipment that is needed.

Sale of Main Product



125 lb. Market lamb at $4.00 = $500.00

Total expenses:





$350.00

Total estimated Receipts:



$500.00

Estimated Net Profit:




$150.00

Supplies and other things needed at the fair: Towels, feed for the week, show uniform

Market Hog Project Plan Sheet

Estimated Receipts:

Sale of main product



250 lb Market Hog at $2.50 / lb.



$625.00

Total Est. Receipts







$625.00

Estimated Expenses:



Project Feeder Pig





$250.00



Feed







$1700.00



Supplies






$25.00



Medication (Combiotic, Dewormer)


$10.00



Insurance






$15.00

Total Estimated Expenses






$475.00

Estimated Net Income:





$150.00
Equipment You should have for a Market Hog Project

These items will be used all four years:

Equipment





Cost

Show Cane 



      

$5.00

Rice Brush





$5.00

Soft Nylon Brush




$5.00

Small Spray Bottle




$2.00

Showbox





50.00



Total



$67.00

Hog Pen:

$0-$250

Supplies needed but often forgotten: Towels, Water/Feed Pan, Powder, Mineral Oil, Soap, Water hose with nozzle, Show Uniform, Safety pins, Feed for week, Alcohol, and Show Cane 

Market Steer Project Plan Sheet

Equipment 


Est. Cost

Scotch Comb


7.00

Finish Brush


4.00

Rice Root Brush

6.00




Plastic Washing Brush
7.00

Leather Show Halter
25.00

Rope Halter


3.00

Neck Rope


2.00

Show Stick


2.00

Spray Bottle


1.00


Total


57.00

Total Estimated Expenses

Cost of Steer


$800.00

Feed



600.00

Supplies


20.00

Veterinary


20.00

Equipment (Itemized)
57.00

Insurance


25.00 
Total Est. Expenses
$1522.00
Other recommended Items:

Short Water Hose

Rags

Safety Pins

Feed & Water Buckets

Feed for one Week

Estimated Receipts:


Sale of main product


1200 lb steer @ 1.25/cwt

= $1500.00
Total Est. Receipts



$1500.00
Total Est. Expenses



$1522.00
Net Income               $ 22.00

Market Goat Project Plan Sheet

Cost of Animal





$225.00

Feed (Grains & Hay)




$60.00

Supplies (Soap, polish, etc.)



$10.00

Straw (bedding home & fair) 



$15.00

Insurance






$15.00

Total Actual Expense




$325.00
The chapter will provide all other fitting and equipment that is needed.

Sale of Main Product



90 lb. Market goat at $4.00 = $360.00

Total expenses:





$325.00

Total estimated Receipts:



$360.00

Estimated Net Profit:




$35.00

Supplies and other things needed at the fair: Towels, feed for the week, show uniform

Meat Pen of Rabbits Project Plan Sheet

Cost of 3 rabbits





$60.00

Feed (Grains & Hay)




$1800

Cage







$20.00

Shavings (bedding home & fair) 


$10.00

Total Actual Expense




$108.00
The chapter will provide all other fitting and equipment that is needed.

Sale of Main Product



3 Meats Pens @ $50 each= $150.00

Total expenses:





$108.00

Total estimated Receipts:



$150.00

Estimated Net Profit:




$42.00

Supplies and other things needed at the fair: Towels, feed for the week, show uniform

FFA Awards Offered to You

Greenhand Degree:  For 1st year Ag students

Star Greenhand:  For 1st year Ag students

Chapter FFA Degree:  For 2nd year Ag students

Star Chapter Farmer:  For 2nd year Ag students

State FFA Degree:  For 3rd & 4th year Ag students

State Star Farmer:  For 3rd & 4th year Ag students

American FFA Degree:  For 5th year Ag Students

American Star Farmer:  For 5th year Ag Students
Proficiency Awards:  Given at the local, sectional, regional, state, and national levels.  For all students with a more than adequate SOE

Project Competition:  Given at the local and sectional level.  For students to showcase their SOE.

Freshman Top Ten Point Award:  Receive an opportunity to go to the National FFA Convention next year.

Top Five At Large Award:  Sophomores and Juniors this years have an opportunity to go to the National FFA Convention next year.

Top 20 Point Award:  Receive an opportunity to go to a fun weekend event of the ag teacher’s choice.

Strive to achieve; and you will see, your future turn into reality!

Agriculture Scholarships

Each year the Gustine FFA program has thousands of dollars available to deserving young men and women.  Applications are available through the High School Counseling Office.  It is your responsibility to get an application and return it by the deadline.  Good luck.
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Honorary Chapter Farmer

This 2008-2009 Program of Work has been dedicated by the Gustine FFA Chapter, with the sincerest gratitude, to our 2008 Honorary Chapter Farmer, Mrs. Florie Nunes.

Mrs. Nunes is a well-known by our chapter.  She is always there with a helping hand when needed, whether it is something small or a task that requires extra time.  She was an ag boosters officer for years and the booster president for two years.  She is never to busy for us and we value her friendship.  The kids are always first in her mind and only want them to succeed in their agriculture endeavors. 

It is with the deepest appreciation that we dedicate this program of work to such a giving and caring person who has done so much for our organization.  Thanks for everything.

Sincerely,

Matt Baffunno

The Gustine FFA

